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members in attendance were more numerous than at any previous 
meeting, rising to about 1300. Of these about 300 were mem- 
bers of the British Association, which adjourned at Montreal a 
day before the American Association convened. About 300 
papers were read, and their average of excellence was compara- 
tively high. Some of the best were read by our foreign guests. 
A few excellent papers were read by ladies, notably in the chemi- 
cal, biological and anthropological sections. The address of the 
retiring president, Professor C. A. Young, treated of the great 
problems of celestial physics, and will prove both informing and 
stimulating to a wide circle of readers. The arrangements made 
by the local committee were admirable. The only drawback to 
the complete success of the meeting was the sickness of the 
distinguished president, Professor Lesley, which prevented him 
from taking part in many of the meetings. The postponement 
of the Congress of Geologists which was to have been held this 
year in Berlin, prevented immediate action on the question of an 
international scientific association. The committee having the 
subject in charge was continued and enlarged. Committees on 
the investigation of parasitic plant diseases, on the nomenclature 
of the brain, on methods of presenting statistics, and on ferments, 
were appointed. Propositions to meet, at some future time, in 
Toronto, Canada, and London, England, were brought forward 
for future consideration. The convention adjourned to meet next 
year at Bar Harbor, Me., or at Ann Arbor, Mich., as an alterna- 
tive. In spite of the high temperature which prevailed, being 
much of the time above 90° F., the meeting was an enjoyable 
one, and the citizens of Philadelphia will reap some permanent 
benefit from its occurrence among them. 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Forbes' Second Report of the Noxious Insects of Illinois. 1 
— This excellent report is like Mr. Forbes' first one, replete in 
original matter with full references to the work of his predeces- 
sors, so far as it is useful to his readers, and with good illustra- 
tions, some of them borrowed, while the table of contents and 
index are full and detailed. The arrangement and style are plain, 
simple and to the point. The report is mainly devoted to an 

1 Thirteenth Report of the State Entomologist on the noxious and beneficial Insects 
of the State of Illinois. Second annual report of S. A. Forbes, for the year 1883. 
■Springfield, 111., April, 1884. 8vo, pp. 205, xxiii, 15 plates. 
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account of all insects known to be in any way destructive to the 
strawberry, but also contains accounts of the wheat-bulb worm, 
the wheat straw worm, notes on insects affecting sorghum and 
broom-corn. The black-headed grass maggot, a species of Sciara, 
is also described, the fly not having been bred. The report closes 
with notes on the black fruit weevil, on the green apple-leaf hop- 
per and the lesser apple-leaf folder. The life-histories of the fol- 
lowing insects are new to science : Meromyza americana, Caccecia 
cbsoletana, Lygus lineolaris, Derczocoris rapidns, Scelodonta pubes- 
cens. The new species described are Ccelinius meromyzce, Chai- 
tophorus flavus and Siplwnophora minor. 

The field work, the laboratory researches and the practical 
hints in this report offer little subject of criticism. It is to be 
hoped that a long series of such reports will be issued by the 
State, as those which have thus far appeared are in every way 
creditable to the State and its entomologist, and we know they 
are duly appreciated by the entomological and horticultural 
public. 

Catalogue of Aquatic Mammals of the United States. 1 By 
F. W. True. — This paper includes a catalogue of the species of 
Cetacea, Sirenia and Pinnipedia of the coasts of North America, 
with notes and some observations on their distribution and habits. 
It will be found useful to mammalogists and other students of 
the subject. American cetology has lagged behind other depart- 
ments for two reasons. It was first undertaken by the reviewer, 
who went to much expense and labor in collecting skeletons of 
whales and other forms. These were unfortunately presented to 
the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, and the depart- 
ment falling into incompetent hands, the material became practi- 
cally inaccessible, so that the project of working up the subject 
had to be abandoned. The writer has long felt that he owed this 
explanation to the cultivators of the subject, in order to account 
for the very imperfect condition in which he left the literature, 
and also for the fact that some of the material is not now to be 
found. The second cause of the delay has been the ill health of 
Professor J. A. Allen, of Cambridge, who took up the subject 
next. We hope that Mr. Allen will be able to resume the pen 
which he laid down too soon for the good of American science. 

A few points in Dr. True's catalogue admit of criticism. In 
referring to the type specimen of the Megaptera osphyia Cope, he 
says that in mounting the specimen all the vertebrae, except the 
atlas, have been reversed. He then adds, " I am convinced, from 
careful measurements, that the great height of the dorsal and 
lumbar neural spines, on which the species is mainly based, 
is a misapprehension," etc. The following quotation from my 

1 From the report of the United States exhibit in the International Fisheries Ex- 
hibition of London in 1883. Washington, 1884. 
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